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SOCRATIC EUDAIMONIA  
IN TWO ALKIBIADESDIALOGEN

ඍൺൻඅൾ�ඈൿ�ർඈඇඍൾඇඍඌ� 1. Introduction; 2. Eudaimonìa and virtue, eudai-
monìa and knowledge; 3. The care for others; 4. Concluding remarks.

1. Introduction

Any study on Socratic eudaimonism is bound to entail an investi-
JDWLRQ� RI� WKH� FRPSOH[� UHODWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ� DQG� ਕȡİĲ��

ਕȡİĲ�DQG�NQRZOHGJH��NQRZOHGJH�DQG�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��UHJDUGLQJ�ZKLFK�6R-
FUDWLF�VFKRODUVKLS�R൵HUV�ZLGHO\�GL൵HULQJ�YLHZV�

'L൵HUHQW�SRVVLEOH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�KDYH�EHHQ�SURSRVHG��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��
DV� UHJDUGV� WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�YLUWXH�DQG�KDSSLQHVV��PDLQO\�RXW-
OLQHG�ZLWK�UHIHUHQFH�WR�3ODWR¶V�6RFUDWLF�GLDORJXHV�

The understanding of such a relationship is made all the more dif-
¿FXOW�E\�WKH�VHPDQWLF�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�WKH�WHUPV�LQYROYHG��$V�IDU�DV�WKH�
QRWLRQ�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�LV�FRQFHUQHG�1 it has been noted that there is no 
RQH�WR�RQH�PDSSLQJ� RU� SHUIHFW� RYHUODS� EHWZHHQ� WKH�*UHHN�ZRUG� DQG�
WKH� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� WHUPV� LQ�PRGHUQ� ODQJXDJHV� >%RERQLFK� ������ ����
�����5HVKRWNR� ������ ���@��7KH�(QJOLVK� H[SUHVVLRQV� ³ÀRXULVKLQJ� OLIH´�
DQG�³IXO¿OOPHQW´�KDYH�EHHQ�RIWHQ�XVHG��HYHQ�E\�QRQ�(QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ�
scholars [Ferrari 2007, 42; Sassi 2015, 155], to render the meaning of 
WKH�DQFLHQW�WHUP�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DV�D�continuous��UDWKHU�WKDQ�³SHDN´��H[SH-
ULHQFH��DV�ZHOO�DV�LWV�REMHFWLYH�component. We shall therefore bear this 
VHPDQWLF�LQWULFDF\�LQ�PLQG�ZKHQ�XVLQJ�WHUPV�VXFK�DV�³KDSSLQHVV´�DQG�
³EHLQJ�KDSS\ �́

$�IXUWKHU�SUREOHP�FRQFHUQV�WKH�SRVVLEOH�ORJLFDO�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�
these notions. Debates among scholars have focused on the necessity 

1 5HVKRWNR���������������VXPPDULVHV�WKH�PDLQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLYH�SUREOHPV�UDLVHG�E\�WKH�
QRWLRQ��DQG�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ��RI�ਕȡİĲ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�6RFUDWLF�HXGDLPRQLVP�
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DQG�RU� VX൶FLHQF\� RI� YLUWXH� IRU� KDSSLQHVV�� E\� VHWWLQJ� ±� DPRQJ� RWKHU�
theses – the identity thesis2 in contrast to the VX৽FLHQF\� WKHVLV3 and 
its variants.4 Further interpretations include the so-called instrumental 
view,5�ZKLFK�GHHPV�YLUWXH�WR�EH�D�PHDQV�WR�DFKLHYH�KDSSLQHVV��DQG�D�
JRRG�RQO\�LQ�VR�IDU�DV�LW� LV�D�PHDQV�WR�KDSSLQHVV��6 This is related, in 
WXUQ��WR�WKH�LVVXH�RI�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�KDSSLQHVV�LV�WKH�RQO\�DQG�XOWLPDWH�
KXPDQ�JRRG��ZKLFK�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�D�PDWWHU�RI�VFKRODUO\�GLVFXVVLRQ�7 and 

2 5XGHEXVFK����������������FI�����൵���KDV�DUJXHG�WKDW�3ODWR¶V�6RFUDWHV�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�YLUWXH�D�VX൶FLHQW�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�KDSSLQHVV�E\�GHIHQGLQJ�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�
WKH�DUJXPHQW�H[SRXQGHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�ERRN�RI�WKH�Republic ����E����D��RQ�WKH�KDSSL-
QHVV�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�LQ�3ODWR¶V�Republic��VHH�0RUULVRQ��������7KH�RYHUDUFKLQJ�WKHVLV�
LV� WKDW�6RFUDWHV� LGHQWL¿HV�©SOHDVDQW�DFWLYLW\ª�ZLWK�©YLUWXRXV�DFWLYLW\ª��5XGHEXVFK�
����������������DQG�FDQ�WKXV�PDNH�ERWK�SOHDVXUH�DQG�YLUWXH�WKH�FKLHI�JRRG��FI��5H-
VKRWNR��������������)RU�D�FULWLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKLV�WKHVLV�DQG�LWV�SURSRQHQWV�VHH�%RE-
onich 2011, 314-319.
3 6HH�9ODVWRV����������������$JDLQVW�WKH�LGHQWLW\�WKHVLV��KH�DUJXHV�WKDW�©LI�,GHQWLW\�
ZHUH�WKH�WUXH�UHODWLRQ�RI�YLUWXH�WR�KDSSLQHVV��we would have no rational ground for 
preference between alternatives which are equally consistent with virtueª�������HP-
SKDVLV�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO���(YLGHQFH�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�VX൶FLHQF\�WKHVLV�
�RQ�ZKLFK�VHH�DOVR�5HHYH����������������DQG�,UZLQ��������������LV�PDLQO\�IRXQG�LQ�
the Gorgias ����H�����E������E���F����:LWKLQ�WKLV�IUDPHZRUN��DQ�³DGDSWDWLYH´�XQ-
GHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KDSSLQHVV�KDV�EHHQ�DVFULEHG�WR�6RFUDWHV��,UZLQ��������DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
ZKLFK�YLUWXH�LV�VX൶FLHQW�IRU�KDSSLQHVV�LQVRIDU�DV�WKH�YLUWXRXV�SHUVRQ�FDQ�DGMXVW�KLV�
RU�KHU�GHVLUHV�LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�DV�WR�want ZKDWHYHU�WKH�H[WHUQDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�UHTXLUH�
4 7R�JLYH�DQ�H[DPSOH��%ULFNKRXVH�	�6PLWK������������DUJXH��DJDLQVW�WKH�VX൶FLHQF\�
WKHVLV��WKDW�LW�LV�YLUWXRXV�DFWLYLW\�UDWKHU�WKDQ�YLUWXH�LWVHOI�WKDW�LV�VX൶FLHQW�IRU�KDSSL-
ness.
5 ,UZLQ��������������LQ�SDUWLFXODU��GHIHQGHG�WKH�YLHZ�WKDW�YLUWXH�LV�RQO\�LQVWUXPHQWDO-
O\�JRRG��+H�ODWHU�PLWLJDWHG�WKLV�WKHVLV��,UZLQ�����������QRWH����FI��������������������
LQ�OLJKW�RI�VRPH�FULWLFLVP��=H\O�������9ODVWRV������������QRWH������)RU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�
RI� WKLV� WKHVLV� VHH� DOVR�.ORVNR� ������ ����� ���������$FFRUGLQJ� WR�5XGHEXVFK� ������
145, note 2, the mere possession�RI�YLUWXH�LV�RQO\�LQVWUXPHQWDOO\�YDOXDEOH��ZKLOH�WKH�
DFWLYLW\�RI�YLUWXH��DV�D�SOHDVDQW�DFWLYLW\��FI������������LV�DOVR�LQWULQVLFDOO\�YDOXDEOH�
6 %RERQLFK������������VSHDNV�RI�WKH�©,GHQWLW\�&ODLPª��KDSSLQHVV�LV�LGHQWLFDO�ZLWK�YLU-
WXH���©3DUW�:KROH�&ODLPª��YLUWXH�LV�D�SDUW�RI�KDSSLQHVV��DQG�©,QVWUXPHQWDO�&ODLPª�
�YLUWXH�LV�D�FDXVDO�PHDQV�WR�WKH�GLVWLQFW�HQG�RI�KDSSLQHVV��
7 6HH� 9ODVWRV� ������ ����� LQ� ZKRVH� RSLQLRQ� KDSSLQHVV� LV� ©WKH� ¿QDO� XQFRQGLWLRQDO�
JRRGª��)HUUDUL��������������5HVKRWNR������������FI�����������2Q�WKH�WKHVLV�WKDW�virtue/
wisdom is the only good, see, among others, Santas 1993, 43; Rudebusch 1999, 5; 
%HQVRQ������������QRWH����
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ZKLFK�UDLVHV�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�WKH�UROH�SOD\HG�QRW�RQO\�E\�YLUWXH��EXW�DOVR�
E\�RWKHU�QRQ�PRUDO�JRRGV��VXFK�DV�ZHDOWK�DQG�KHDOWK��LQ�WKH�DWWDLQPHQW�
RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�8

'HVSLWH� WKLV� ODUJH�ERG\�RI� OLWHUDWXUH��3ODWR�KDV�6RFUDWHV�H[SOLFLWO\�
WHOO�XV�YHU\�OLWWOH�DERXW�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�9 A valuable contribu-
tion to the debate may thus come from the analysis of a further account 
on the issue, namely that provided by Aeschines of Sphettus in the Al-
cibiades��*LYHQ�WKH�IUDJPHQWDU\�VWDWH�RI�WKH�GLDORJXH��,�ZLOO�H[DPLQH�
VRPH�RI�WKH�VXUYLYLQJ�WHVWLPRQLHV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�D�IHZ�SDUDOOHO�SDVVDJHV�
from Alcibiades ,��ZKLFK�VKRZ�D�VWULNLQJ�FRQVRQDQFH�ZLWK�$HVFKLQHV¶�
ZRUN10�DV�UHJDUGV�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG�LWV�SUHFRQGLWLRQV�

7KH�SUHVHQW�SDSHU�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�WKHVH�WZR�Alkibiadesdialoge��ZKRVH�
comparative analysis may both enrich our understanding of Socratic 
İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG�VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�VRPH�EDVLF�VXUURXQGLQJ�LVVXHV�

8 )RU�D�JHQHUDO�IUDPHZRUN�VHH�.ORVNR�������ZKR�SURSRVHV�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�
PRUDO�SRVLWLRQ�ZKLFK�DWWHPSWV�WR�HQFRPSDVV�ERWK�WKH�©NQRZOHGJH�DUJXPHQWª��RQO\�
ZLVGRP�LV�DOZD\V�JRRG�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�DFFRXQWV�IRU�ERWK�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�YLUWXH��DQG�
WKH�©DEVROXWH� DUJXPHQWª� �YLUWXH� LV� D�QHFHVVDU\�DQG� VX൶FLHQW� FRQGLWLRQ� IRU�KDSSL-
QHVV���DQG�WR�WHPSHU�WKHP�WKURXJK�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�©ZLGHU�YLHZª��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�ZKLFK�
KDSSLQHVV�LV�D�FRPSOH[�VWDWH�DQG�FRQVLVWV�RI�GL൵HUHQW�HOHPHQWV��������2Q�WKLV�YLHZ�±�
HYLGHQFH�RI�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�Crito����G�H��DQG�Lysis�����D�E��±�YLUWXH�DORQH�
LV�QRW�VX൶FLHQW�IRU�KDSSLQHVV��DQG�D�SOXUDOLW\�RI�WKLQJV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�©LQWULQVLFDOO\�
JRRGª�E\�6RFUDWHV������������6HH�DOVR�9ODVWRV������������DQG�%ULFNKRXVH�	�6PLWK�
�����������IRU�IXUWKHU�UHIHUHQFHV�VHH�EHORZ��QRWH�����
9 Some fundamental accounts can be found in Euthd. 279a-282e; Chrm. 173d-174b; 
Ly. 207d-209c; see also Grg. 470e; 491e-497d; Men. 88a-c, and R. 349b-354a.
10 &ORVH�VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�GLDORJXHV�KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�QRWHG�E\�DQFLHQW�
FRPPHQWDWRUV��DV�HYLGHQFHG�E\�D�VWDWHPHQW�LQ�$HOLXV�$ULVWLGHV¶�De quattuor. The au-
WKRU�KHUH�FRPSDUHV�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades and Alcibiades ,��D൶UPLQJ�WKH�VXSHULRULW\�
RI�$HVFKLQHV¶�6RFUDWHV��ZKR�ZDV�DEOH�WR�EULQJ�DERXW�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�$OFLELDGHV�
LQ�D�GL൵HUHQW�DQG�PRUH�H൶FLHQW�ZD\��De quatt��������)RU�PRGHUQ�VFKRODUV�WKH�DQDO-
RJLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH� WZR�ZRUNV�UDLVH� WKH� LVVXH�RI� WKHLU�FKURQRORJLFDO� UHODWLRQ��ZKLFK�
depends, in turn, on the problem of the authenticity of Alcibiades I. Reconstructing 
WKH�WHUPV�RI�WKH�GHEDWH�LV�QRW�IHDVLEOH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQ¿QHV�RI�WKLV�SDSHU��,�ZLOO�MXVW�UH-
FDOO�WKDW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�'LWWPDU������������$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�EHWZHHQ�
��������DQG���������%�&���ZKLOH�Alcibiades ,�ZDV�FRPSRVHG�EHWZHHQ�����DQG�����
%�&��$�GL൵HUHQW�FKURQRORJLFDO�UHODWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�SURSRVHG�E\�*LDQQDQWRQL������������
2Q�WKLV�GHEDWH�VHH�DOVR�&ODUN�������$UULJKHWWL��������������6PLWK��������������DQG�
Renaud 2007, 226-229.
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a) WKH�UROH�RI�ਕȡİĲ�LQ�WKH�DWWDLQPHQW�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG�LWV�UHODWLRQVKLS�
to happiness as a goal;

b) WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG�
WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�DV�DQ�REVWDFOH�WR�KDSSLQHVV�

c) WKH�SUREOHP�RI�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�DQ�³H[SHUW´�LV�QHHGHG�WR�HYDOXDWH�RQH¶V�
happiness;

d) WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�FDUH�IRU�RWKHUV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�VHDUFK�IRU�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�

2. Eudaimonìa and virtue, eudaimonìa and knowledge

7KH�PDLQ�WHVWLPRQ\�RQ�$HVFKLQHV¶�WUHDWPHQW�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�LQ�WKH�Al-
cibiades� LV�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WZR�SDUDOOHO�SDVVDJHV�IURP�&LFHUR�DQG�$X-
JXVWLQH��ZKRVH�DFFRXQWV�YLYLGO\�GHVFULEH�WKH�SURFHVV�E\�ZKLFK�6RFUDWHV�
OHDGV�$OFLELDGHV� WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�KLV�RZQ�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�DQG� WKH�FRQVHTXHQW�
QHHG�IRU�ਕȡİĲ�11

)RU�ZKDW� VKDOO� ZH� VD\� ±� VHHLQJ� WKDW� 6RFUDWHV�� DV�ZH� DUH� WROG��
FRQYLQFHG�$OFLELDGHV�WKDW�KH�ZDV�LQ�QR�WUXH�VHQVH�D�PDQ��eum 
nihil hominis esse��DQG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�GL൵HUHQFH��GHVSLWH�KLV�
QREOH�ELUWK��summo loco natum���EHWZHHQ�KLP�DQG�DQ\�PDQXDO�
ODERXUHU� �quemvis baiolum��� ZKHUHXSRQ� $OFLELDGHV� ZDV� PXFK�
GLVWUHVVHG�DQG�LPSORUHG�6RFUDWHV�ZLWK�WHDUV�WR�WHDFK�KLP�YLUWXH�
DQG�GULYH�EDVHQHVV�DZD\��ut sibi virtutem traderet turpitudinem-
que depelleret��±�ZKDW� VKDOO�ZH� VD\��&OHDQWKHV"� >«@� ,� DVN�\RX�
WKHQ�±�WKH�JULHI�ZKLFK�$OFLELDGHV�IHOW��GLG�LW�QRW�FRPH�IURP�HYLOV�
DQG�ÀDZV�LQ�WKH�VRXO��non ex animi malis vitiisque constabat�"�
�&LF��Tusc�� ,,,���������� �SSR�9,�$����DQG���� ����DQG����3���
WUDQVO��-�(��.LQJ�������PRGL¿HG��12

 
$�VWRU\�LQ�SRLQW�LV�UHODWHG�DERXW�$OFLELDGHV��LI�,�DP�QRW�PLVWDNHQ�

11 ,�KDG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FRPPHQW�RQ�WKHVH�SDVVDJHV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�D�FRPSDULVRQ�
ZLWK�Alcibiades ,�LQ�3HQWDVVXJOLR����������൵���ZLWK�VSHFLDO�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�QRWLRQV�RI�
YLUWXH�DQG�VHOI�NQRZOHGJH��6RPH�RI�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�DUH�UHVXPHG�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�
12 The double numbering of the testimonies on Aeschines refers to the collections 
Socratis et Socraticorum Reliquiae�� �SSR��DQG�Eschine di Sfetto. Tutte le testimo-
nianze�� �3���
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DERXW�WKH�PDQ¶V�QDPH��)RU�WKRXJK�KH�FRQVLGHUHG�KLPVHOI�KDSS\�
�beatus���KH�EXUVW�LQWR�WHDUV��ZH�DUH�WROG��ZKHQ�6RFUDWHV�LQ�D�GLV-
FXVVLRQ�SURYHG�WR�KLP�KRZ�ZUHWFKHG�KH�ZDV��quam miser esset��
VLQFH�KH�ZDV�IRROLVK��quoniam stultus���,Q�KLV�FDVH�WKHQ�IRROLVK-
QHVV� �stultitia��ZDV� WKH� FDXVH� RI� KLV� XVHIXO� DQG� GHVLUDEOH� JULHI�
�utilis optandaeque tristitiae���WKH�JULHI�RI�D�PDQ�ZKR�UHJUHWV�WKDW�
KH�LV�ZKDW�KH�RXJKW�QRW�WR�EH��$XJXVW��De civ. D��;,9����� �SSR 
9,�$���� ����3���WUDQVO��3��/HYLQH�������

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�&LFHUR¶V�DFFRXQW��6RFUDWHV�PDNHV�$OFLELDGHV�UHDOLVH�WKDW��
LQ�VSLWH�RI�KLV�QREOH�ELUWK��KH�GLG�QRW�GL൵HU�IURP�D�baiolus�DQG�WKXV�KH�ZDV�
©LQ�QR�WUXH�VHQVH�D�PDQª��$V�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKLV�DZDUHQHVV�WKH�\RXQJ�
man, in tears, begs Socrates to free him from turpitudo and to teach him 
virtus��7KH�SDUDOOHO�SDVVDJH�E\�$XJXVWLQH�HQULFKHV�WKLV�SLFWXUH�DQG�±�ZKDW�LV�
PRUH�UHOHYDQW�IRU�RXU�SXUSRVHV�±�H[SOLFLWO\�HYRNHV�WKH�LVVXH�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��
$OFLELDGHV�FRQVLGHUHG�KLPVHOI�WR�EH�KDSS\��beatus��EHIRUH�6RFUDWHV�PDGH�
KLP�DZDUH�RI�EHLQJ�ZUHWFKHG��miser��EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�stultus.

%RWK�VRXUFHV�FDQ�EH�FRPELQHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FUHDWH�D�XQLWDU\�SRUWUD\-
DO��$OFLELDGHV��DZDUH�DQG�SURXG�RI�KLV�QREOH�ELUWK��EHOLHYHV�WKDW�WKLV�LV�
D� JRRG� HQRXJK� UHDVRQ� IRU� KLP� WR� EH� ¿OOHG�ZLWK� KDSSLQHVV�� 6RFUDWHV��
KRZHYHU��DW�WKH�HQG�RI�DQ�HOHQFWLF�SURFHGXUH�WKDW�LV�QRW�UHSRUWHG�13�VKRZV�
$OFLELDGHV�MXVW�KRZ�ZUHWFKHG�KH�DFWXDOO\�LV��EHFDXVH�±�DV�ZH�PD\�LQIHU�
from the opposition virtus/animi vitia – true happiness is based on the 
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�YLUWXH�DQG�$OFLELDGHV�KDV�QR�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKLV�SUHFRQ-
GLWLRQ��KH�LV�ਕȝĮșȒȢ���$V�D�FRQVHTXHQFH��KH�SURYHV�WR�EH�ZRUWKOHVV�DQG�
GRHV�QRW�GL൵HU�IURP�©DQ\�PDQXDO�ODERXUHUª�

7KLV�ODVW�DVVHUWLRQ�DOORZV�XV�WR�GUDZ�D�¿UVW�SDUDOOHO�ZLWK�Alcibiades 
,��ZKHUH�WKH�VDPH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�ਕȝĮșȒȢ�DQG�įȘȝȚȠȣȡȖȩȢ�LV�RXW-
lined.14�$IWHU�VWDWLQJ�WKDW�©QR�SK\VLFLDQ��LQ�VR�IDU�DV�KH�LV�D�SK\VLFLDQ��

13 +LQWV�WR�6RFUDWLF�ȜİȖȤȠȢ�LQ�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades FDQ�EH�IRXQG�±�DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�
Aristid. De quatt�������GLVFXVVHG�EHORZ��±�LQ�POxy.������FRO��,�IU��$��SSR�9,�$���� �
���3���DQG�LQ�$ULVWLG��De quatt�������SSR�9,�$���� ����3���
14 7KLV�DQG�RWKHU�VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�GLDORJXHV�ZHUH�¿UVW�QRWHG�E\�'LWWPDU�
����������൵��DQG�����൵���ZKR�LQWHUSUHWHG�WKHP�DV�HYLGHQFH�RI�Alcibiades ,¶V�GHSHQG-
HQFH�RQ�$HVFKLQHV¶�ZRUN��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�YLHZ��WKH�DXWKRU�RI�Alcibiades ,��ZKLFK�KH�
FRQVLGHUHG�D�VSXULRXV�GLDORJXH�ZULWWHQ�EHWZHHQ�����DQG�����%�&���GUDZV�KHDYLO\�RQ�
$HVFKLQHV¶�WH[W��SDUWLFXODUO\�IRU�DOO�WKH�WKHPHV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�;HQ��Mem. 

�6ඈർඋൺඍංർ�(ਕਁਉਏਉਁ
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NQRZV�KLPVHOI��QRU�GRHV�DQ\�WUDLQHU��LQ�VR�IDU�DV�KH�LV�D�WUDLQHUª�����D���
Socrates continues:

$QG�IDUPHUV��DQG�FUDIWVPHQ�JHQHUDOO\��Ƞੂ�ਙȜȜȠȚ�įȘȝȚȠȣȡȖȠȓ���DUH�
IDU� IURP�NQRZLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV� �ȖȚȖȞȫıțİȚȞ� ਦĮȣĲȠȪȢ��� )RU� WKHVH�
SHRSOH��LW�ZRXOG�VHHP��GR�QRW�HYHQ�NQRZ�WKHLU�RZQ�WKLQJV��EXW�
RQO\�WKLQJV�VWLOO�PRUH�UHPRWH�WKDQ�WKHLU�RZQ�WKLQJV��LQ�UHVSHFW�RI�
WKH�DUWV�ZKLFK�WKH\�IROORZ��VLQFH�WKH\�NQRZ�EXW�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�WKH�
ERG\��ZLWK�ZKLFK�LW�LV�WHQGHG��Alc. ,����D�E��15

7KH�HQVXLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�6RFUDWHV�DQG�$OFLELDGHV�FOHDUO\�VKRZV�
WKDW�WKH�NLQG�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKH�įȘȝȚȠȣȡȖȠȓ�XWWHUO\�ODFN�LV�VHOI�NQRZO-
HGJH�DQG�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�LJQRUDQFH��ZKRVH�UHOHYDQFH�6RFUDWHV�
KDG� VWUHVVHG� IURP� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI� WKH� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�����E����E��16 In 
WKLV� UHJDUG�� WZR�SRLQWV�DUH�ZRUWK� VWUHVVLQJ�� �a��6HOI�NQRZOHGJH� LV�GH-
¿QHG�DV�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘ�LQ����E���DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH��QR�RQH�EHORQJLQJ�WR�
WKH�įȘȝȚȠȣȡȖȠȓ��ZKR�ODFN�SUHFLVHO\�WKLV�NLQG�RI�NQRZOHGJH��FDQ�EH�UH-
JDUGHG�DV�D�ıȫĳȡȦȞ�����E����b��,QDVPXFK�DV�LW�FRLQFLGHV�ZLWK�NQRZOHGJH�
RI�RQH¶V�RZQ�OLPLWV��ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘ�LV�FRQFHLYHG�KHUH�DV�SUHSDUDWRU\�WR�WKH�
SUDFWLFH�RI�©WDNLQJ�SDLQV�RYHU�RQHVHOIª�

)XUWKHU� GRZQ� LQ� WKH� GLDORJXH� 6RFUDWHV� VHWV� RXW� IURP� WKH� DERYH�
DVVHUWLRQ��ZKLFK� VHUYHV� DV� WKH� SUHPLVH� WR� D� ORQJ� FKDLQ� RI� DUJXPHQWV�
����F����F���VHWWLQJ�RXW�IURP�WKH�FODLP�WKDW�©VHOI�NQRZOHGJH�ZH�DGPLW-
WHG� WR�EH� WHPSHUDQFHª� ����F���6RFUDWHV� OHDGV�$OFLELDGHV� WR� UHFRJQLVH�

,9����WKH�VHFRQG�FKLHI�VRXUFH�RI�WKH�ZRUN��$�GHJUHH�RI�FRQVRQDQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�
GLDORJXHV� LV�DOVR�QRWHG�E\�.DKQ�������HVS�������ZKRVH�K\SRWKHVLV� LV� WKDW�3ODWR� LQ�
the Symposium� IXUWKHU�GHYHORSHG�VRPH�RI� WKH� WKHPHV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�$HVFKLQHV¶�Al-
cibiades and Aspasia��6RPH�VFKRODUV�KDYH�DOVR�SRLQWHG�WR�WKH�VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�
$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades and Alcibiades ,��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG�3ODWR¶V�Charmides, on 
WKH�RWKHU��VHH�(൵H�������DQG�6RXOH]�/XFFLRQL���������������
15 All the English translations of Alcibiades ,�DUH�E\�:�5�0��/DPE������
16 ,�FDQQRW�DGGUHVV�KHUH�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�WKHRUHWLFDO�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�VHOI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�
LWV�SRVVLEOH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�VHOI�FRQVFLRXVQHVV��QRU�WKH�LVVXHV�SHU-
WDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�³SDUDGLJP�RI�YLVLRQ �́�7KHVH�UDLVH�D�VHULHV�RI�SUREOHPV�FRQ-
QHFWHG�WR�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�³VHOI �́�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�WKDW�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�VRXO�
DQG�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKDW�SDUW�RI�WKH�VRXO�©ZKLFK�LV�WKH�VHDW�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�
WKRXJKWª�����F��DQG�WKH�GLYLQH��VHH�HVS��6RXOH]�/XFFLRQL�������%HDU]L�������%UDQFDF-
FL�������5HQDXG�������1DSROLWDQR�9DOGLWDUD�������3DOXPER�������
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WKDW�RQO\�YLUWXH�EHFRPHV�D�IUHH�PDQ��ZKLOH�YLFH�EHFRPHV�D�VODYH�����F���
In order to reach this conclusion, Socrates resorts to a series of argu-
PHQWV�ZKLFK�DUH�RI�WKH�XWPRVW�LQWHUHVW�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�RXU�DQDO\VLV�

7KH�¿UVW�DUJXPHQW�LV�WKDW�D�PDQ�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�NQRZ�ZLOO�PDNH�PLV-
WDNHV�DQG��LQ�PDNLQJ�PLVWDNHV��ZLOO�©GR�LOO�ERWK�LQ�SULYDWH�DQG�LQ�SXEOLFª�
����D���2QFH�$OFLELDGHV�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKDW�VXFK�D�PDQ�ZLOO�EH�ZUHWFKHG�
�ਙșȜȚȠȢ���DQG�WKDW�©WKRVH�IRU�ZKRP�KH�LV�GRLQJ�VR�>viz��GRLQJ�LOO@ª�ZLOO�
DOVR�EH�ZUHWFKHG��6RFUDWHV�UHDFKHV�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�©LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�
WR�EH�KDSS\��İįĮȓȝȠȞĮ�İੇȞĮȚ��LI�RQH�LV�QRW�WHPSHUDWH�DQG�JRRG��ıȫĳȡȦȞ�
țĮ�ਕȖĮșȩȢ�ª�����D���&RQYHUVHO\��©LW�LV�WKH�EDG�PHQ��Ƞੂ�țĮțȠȓ��ZKR�DUH�
ZUHWFKHG��ਙșȜȚȠȚ�ª��EHFDXVH�RQO\�WHPSHUDQFH��QRW�ZHDOWK��FDQ�IUHH�IURP�
ZUHWFKHGQHVV�����E��

6RFUDWHV��ZKR�WKXV�IDU�KDV�VSRNHQ�DERXW�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘ��DW� WKLV�SRLQW�
LQWURGXFHV�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�ਕȡİĲ��+H�¿UVW�VHWV�KLV�DUJXPHQW�RQ�WKH�PRUH�
JHQHUDO�OHYHO�RI�WKH�FLW\¶V�ZHOIDUH��E\�OHDGLQJ�$OFLELDGHV�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�
WKDW�ZKDW�FLWLHV�QHHG�LI�WKH\�DUH�WR�EH�KDSS\�LV�QRW�ZDOOV��ZDUVKLSV�RU�DUVH-
QDOV��EXW�YLUWXH��&RQVHTXHQWO\��LI�$OFLELDGHV�LV�WR�PDQDJH�WKH�FLW\¶V�D൵DLUV�
SURSHUO\�DQG�KRQRXUDEO\��KH�PXVW�LPSDUW�YLUWXH�WR�LWV�FLWL]HQV�����E�F���
$V��KRZHYHU��RQH�FRXOG�QHYHU�LPSDUW�VRPHWKLQJ�KH�GRHV�QRW�SRVVHVV��KH�
PXVW�¿UVW�©DFTXLUH�YLUWXH�KLPVHOI��țĲȘĲȑȠȞ�ਕȡİĲȒȞ�ª�����F��17

7KDQNV� WR� WKLV� VOLJKW� FKDQJH� RI� WHUPV�18 Socrates formulates the 
VDPH�WKHVLV�DJDLQ��EXW�WKLV�WLPH�GLUHFWO\�FRQQHFWV�ਕȡİĲ�DQG�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��
by establishing the former as the precondition for the latter:

6RFU���³$QG�VR�\RX�ZLOO�DFW�DULJKW�DQG�ZHOO��ੑ ȡșȢ�Ĳİ�țĮ�İ�"´�
$OF���³<HV �́�6RFU���³:HOO�QRZ��LI�\RX�DFW�LQ�WKLV�ZD\��,�DP�UHDG\�
WR�ZDUUDQW�WKDW�\RX�PXVW�EH�KDSS\��İįĮȚȝȠȞȒıİȚȞ� �́�$OF���³$QG�
,�FDQ�UHO\�RQ�\RXU�ZDUUDQW\ �́�6RFU���³%XW�LI�\RX�DFW�XQMXVWO\��ZLWK�
\RXU�H\HV�RQ�WKH�JRGOHVV�DQG�GDUN�� WKH�SUREDELOLW\� LV� WKDW�\RXU�
DFWV�ZLOO� UHVHPEOH� WKHVH� WKURXJK�\RXU� LJQRUDQFH�RI�\RXUVHOYHV�
�ਕȖȞȠȠ૨ȞĲİȢ�ਫ਼ȝ઼Ȣ�ĮĲȠȪȢ� �́�$OF���³7KDW�LV�SUREDEOH �́�>«@�6RFU���
³$QG�LQ�MXVW�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��LI�D�VWDWH��RU�DQ\�R൶FH�RU�DXWKRULW\��LV�

17 2Q�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�NQRZOHGJH�UHTXLUHG�RI�SROLWLFLDQV��VHH�DOVR�3O��Prt. 
319c-d.
18 7KH� LGHQWLW\� RI� ਕȡİĲ� DQG�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘ� LV� QRW� GHPRQVWUDWHG� DQG� LV� QRW� IRXQG� LQ�
$HVFKLQHV¶�GLDORJXH��'LWWPDU�����������VXJJHVWV�LWV�GHULYDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�Protagoras 
����E��
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ODFNLQJ�LQ�H[FHOOHQFH�RU�YLUWXH��LW�ZLOO�EH�RYHUWDNHQ�E\�IDLOXUH" �́�
$OF���³,W�PXVW �́�6RFU���³7KHQ�LW�LV�QRW�GHVSRWLF�SRZHU��P\�DGPL-
rable Alcibiades, that you ought to secure either to yourself or 
WR�WKH�VWDWH��LI�\RX�ZRXOG�EH�KDSS\��İੁ�ȝȑȜȜİĲİ�İįĮȚȝȠȞİȞ���EXW�
YLUWXH��ਕȜȜૃ �ਕȡİĲȒȞ�´�����G����E��

6ZLWFKLQJ�IURP�WKH�VWDWH�WR�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO��6RFUDWHV�GUDZV�WKH�¿QDO�FRQ-
FOXVLRQ�IURP�KLV�UHDVRQLQJ��WKH�ODFN�RI�YLUWXH�EHFRPHV�D�VODYH��ਕȡİĲ��
LQVWHDG��©EHFRPHV�D�IUHH�PDQª�����F���$IWHU�FODLPLQJ�WKDW�WKH�PDQ�ZKR�
ODFNV�YLUWXH�LV�QRW�RQO\�ਙșȜȚȠȢ��EXW�DOVR�įȠȣȜȠʌȡİʌȒȢ��6RFUDWHV�OHDGV�
$OFLELDGHV�WR�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�KH�LV�RQ�WKH�VDPH�VLGH�DV�VODYHV�����F��19

$�FOHDU�FRQVRQDQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�ZRUNV�EHJLQV�WR�HPHUJH��&LFH-
UR¶V�DQG�$XJXVWLQH¶V�DFFRXQWV�VKRZ�WKDW��IRU�$HVFKLQHV¶�6RFUDWHV��WKHUH�
LV�QR�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�ZLWKRXW�ਕȡİĲ��WKLV�LV�ZK\�$OFLELDGHV�LV�DFWXDOO\�mi-
ser��DOWKRXJK�KH�FRQVLGHUV�KLPVHOI�KDSS\��+LV�FRQGLWLRQ�RULJLQDWHV�IURP�
ਕȝĮșȓĮ�DQG�WKLV�±�ZH�PD\�DUJXH�±�UHJDUGV�ERWK�KLV�RZQ�OLPLWV�DQG�ZKDW�
FRXOG�OHDG�KLP�WR�WUXH�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��6LPLODUO\��LQ�Alcibiades I Socrates 
VWDWHV� WKDW�RQO\� WKH�ıȫĳȡȦȞ�țĮ�ਕȖĮșȩȢ�FDQ�EH�KDSS\��ZKLOH� WKH�RQH�
©ZKR�GRHV�QRW�NQRZª��WKH�ਕȝĮșȒȢ��FDQQRW�����D�E��

0RUHRYHU��ZH�FDQ�LQIHU�IURP�$OFLELDGHV¶�SOHD�WR�EH�LQVWUXFWHG�DERXW�
virtus��DV�UHSRUWHG�E\�&LFHUR��WKDW�6RFUDWHV�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�HQFRXUDJHG�
WKH�\RXQJ�PDQ�WR�SXUVXH�ਕȡİĲ�DQG�KDG�WULHG�WR�SHUVXDGH�KLP�RI�WKH�
QHHG�WR�DFKLHYH�LW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�KDSSLQHVV��7KLV�LV�SUHFLVHO\�
ZKDW�KH�GRHV� LQ�Alcibiades ,��ZKHUH�KH�H[SOLFLWO\�FODLPV� WKDW� WKH�RQH�
ZKR�ZLVKHV�WR�EH�KDSS\�PXVW�ਕȡİĲȞ�ʌĮȡĮıțİȣȐȗİıșĮȚ�����E��

From the analysis conducted so far it emerges that, in very general 
WHUPV��ERWK�LQ�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades and in Alcibiades I Socrates focus-
HV�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG�ਕȡİĲ�DQG�HVWDEOLVKHV�D�
GLUHFW�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�EHLQJ�YLUWXRXV�DQG�EHLQJ�KDSS\�

7KH� WH[WV� GR� QRW� DOORZ� XV� WR� GHWHUPLQH� ZKHWKHU�� LQ� $HVFKLQHV��
KDSSLQHVV�©LV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�DQG�LQHYLWDEOH�JRDO�IRU�DOO�KXPDQ�DFWLYLW\ª�
>5HVKRWNR������������FI���������@�20 nor to ascertain the nature of the 

19 Cf. Xen. Mem�� ,9� ��� ����ZKHUH� (XWK\GHPXV� VWDWHV� WKDW� KH� FRQVLGHUV� KLPVHOI� D�
įȠ૨ȜȠȢ�
20 6HH�DOVR�%RERQLFK����������������ZKR�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKLV�UH�GLVFXVVHV�WKH�WZR�SULQ-
FLSOHV� RI�5DWLRQDO�(XGDLPRQLVP� DQG�3V\FKRORJLFDO�(XGDLPRQLVP� �FI�� ,UZLQ� ������
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UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�KDSSLQHVV�DV�D�JRRG�DQG�RWKHU�FRPSHWLQJ�PRUDO�
JRRGV��LQFOXGLQJ�YLUWXH���1RQHWKHOHVV��WKH�VXUYLYLQJ�WHVWLPRQLHV�VR�IDU�
DOORZ�XV�WR�PDNH�DW�OHDVW�WZR�SRLQWV��a��WKH�DWWDLQPHQW�RI�YLUWXH�LV�cru-
cial�IRU�WKH�DWWDLQPHQW�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��6RFUDWHV¶�H[KRUWDWLRQV�WR�DFKLHYH�
ਕȡİĲ� LQ� WKLV� FRQWH[W�ZRXOG� UHPDLQ� XQH[SODLQHG� LI� KDSSLQHVV� WXUQHG�
RXW�WR�EH�DFKLHYDEOH�ZLWKRXW�YLUWXH��b��D�PDMRU�REVWDFOH�LQ�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�
İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�LV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�

1RZ��SUHFLVHO\�D�FORVHU�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LVVXH�RI�ਕȝĮșȓĮ��VWDUWLQJ�
from some fundamental references to this notion in Alcibiades ,��DOORZV�
us to investigate the role of some non-moral goods21 in the attainment 
RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�

,Q�WKLV�UHJDUG��6RFUDWHV�FOHDUO\�VWDWHV�WKDW�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�GRHV�QRW�FRQFHUQ�
WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�©WKH� WKLQJV�RI� WKH�ERG\ª�����E���EHFDXVH� WKLV� LV� WKH�
NLQG�RI�NQRZOHGJH�įȘȝȚȠȣȡȖȠȓ�SRVVHVV��$Q�HDUOLHU�VHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�GLD-
ORJXH� VKRZV� WKDW�$OFLELDGHV¶� LJQRUDQFH� FRQFHUQV�� LQVWHDG�� VRPH� IXQ-
GDPHQWDO�PRUDO�QRWLRQV��QDPHO\�©MXVW�DQG�XQMXVW��QREOH�DQG�EDVH��HYLO�
DQG�JRRG��H[SHGLHQW�DQG�LQH[SHGLHQWª��įȓțĮȚȠȞ��ਙįȚțȠȞ��țĮȜȩȞ��ĮੁıȤȡȩȞ��
țĮțȩȞ��ਕȖĮșȩȞ��ıȣȝĳȑȡȠȞ�țĮ�ȝ�>ıȣȝĳȑȡȠȞ@�����D�E��FI�����D��DQG�;HQ��
Mem��,9������������,JQRUDQFH�RI�WKHVH�QRWLRQV�LV�DOO�WKH�PRUH�VHULRXV�QRW�
RQO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�©WKH�JUHDWHVW�PDWWHUVª��Ĳ�ȝȑȖȚıĲĮ�����D���
but also – and especially – because, in this respect, Alcibiades is in the 
JULS�RI�WKH�GHHSHVW�LJQRUDQFH��ਕȝĮșȓ�>«@�Ĳૌ�ਥıȤȐĲૉ�����E���KH�believes 
KH�NQRZV�ZKDW�KH�DFWXDOO\�GRHV�QRW�� WKHUHE\�ODFNLQJ�WKDW�VHOI�NQRZO-
HGJH�DGYRFDWHG�LQ�WKH�'HOSKLF�PD[LP�����H��

:H�PD\�DUJXH�WKDW�LI�6RFUDWHV�OHDGV�$OFLELDGHV�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�
KH�LV�QRW�İįĮȓȝȦȞ�EHFDXVH�KH�KDV�QR�NQRZOHGJH�RI�VXFK�UHOHYDQW�PRUDO�
notions, Alcibiades had presumably based his opinion on the possession 
RI�H[WHUQDO�JRRGV��7KLV� LV�� LQGHHG��ZKDW�6RFUDWHV�FULWLFLVHV� WKH�\RXQJ�

�������
21 2Q�WKH�UROH�RI�H[WHUQDO��QRQ�PRUDO�JRRGV��VXFK�DV�KHDOWK��ZHDOWK��HWF���DV�UHJDUGV�
3ODWR¶V�6RFUDWHV��VHH�9ODVWRV������������ZKR�GHHPV�WKHP�WR�EH�©VXERUGLQDWH��QRQ�¿-
QDO�DQG�FRQGLWLRQDO�JRRGVª�WKDW�RQO\�PDNH�D�©PLQXVFXOHª�GL൵HUHQFH�IRU�RXU�KDSSL-
QHVV��<HW��LQ�KLV�YLHZ��WKH\�are�JRRGV��DV�LW�HPHUJHV�IURP�Grg. 467e1-468b4; 499c6-
500a3; Ly. 218e; Euthd. 279a-b; Men����F����H���G���%\�FRQWUDVW��WKRVH�ZKR�LQWHUSUHW�
WKH�KHGRQLVWLF�SRVLWLRQ�H[SUHVVHG� LQ� WKH�Protagoras� WR�EH�6RFUDWHV¶�XOWLPDWH�YLHZ�
RQ�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��,UZLQ��������������FODLP�WKDW�RQO\�SOHDVXUH�KDV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�DSSHDU�
JRRG�WR�XV��)RU�D�GLYHUJLQJ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�VHH�%RHUL���������������
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PDQ�IRU�LQ�KLV�¿UVW�VSHHFK�����D�F���$OFLELDGHV¶�ĳȡȩȞȘȝĮ�LV�EDVHG�¿UVW�
RI�DOO�RQ�KLV�EHDXW\�����D���VHFRQGO\��KH�ZDV�SURXG�RI�KLV�HPLQHQW�ȖȑȞȠȢ��
DV�KH�EHORQJHG�WR�WKH�PRVW�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�IDPLO\�LQ�$WKHQV�DQG�KDG�3HU-
LFOHV� DV� KLV� JXDUGLDQ� ����D�E��� ¿QDOO\�� 6RFUDWHV�PHQWLRQV�$OFLELDGHV¶�
ZHDOWK��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�LV�QRW�WKH�JRRG�KH�WDNHV�JUHDWHVW�SULGH�LQ�����E�F��

,Q�WKLV�FDVH�WRR��D�SDUDOOHO�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�WZR�ZRUNV�FODUL¿HV�FHUWDLQ�
DVSHFWV�RI�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades��&LFHUR¶V�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�$O-
FLELDGHV�ZDV�summo loco natus suggests that, in this dialogue too, the 
young man may have based his high opinion of himself on the posses-
VLRQ�RI�H[WHUQDO�JRRGV�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�KLV�QREOH�ELUWK�

,I� FRQQHFWHG� WR�6RFUDWHV¶� DUJXPHQWV� DERXW�KDSSLQHVV�� WKLV� VHHPV�
WR� LPSO\� WKDW� QRQ�PRUDO� JRRGV� VXFK� DV�ZHDOWK� RU� SRZHU� GR� QRW� FRQ-
WULEXWH� WR� WKH�DWWDLQPHQW�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��$OWKRXJK� WKHUH� LV�QR�H[SOLFLW�
VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�VXFK�H[WHUQDO�JRRGV�PDNH�QR�GL൵HUHQFH�IRU�RQH¶V�KDSSL-
QHVV��6RFUDWHV¶�ZRUGV�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�Alcibiades ,�PDNH�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�
WKH\�EURXJKW�DERXW�WKH�KDUPIXO�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�¿OOLQJ�$OFLELDGHV�ZLWK�
SULGH��ȝİȖĮȜĮȣȤȠȪȝİȞȠȢ�����F���7KLV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�VHQVH�RI�VXSHULRUL-
W\��WR�ZKLFK�6RFUDWHV�FOHDUO\�UHIHUV�ZKHQ�KH�EODPHV�$OFLELDGHV�IRU�KLV�
RYHUFRQ¿GHQFH�RI�KDYLQJ�©QR�QHHG�RI�DQ\�PDQ�LQ�DQ\�PDWWHUª��ȝȘįİȞઁȢ�
įİıșĮȚ��±�D�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�GLVGDLQIXO�VWDWHPHQW�
PDGH�E\�$HVFKLQHV¶�$OFLELDGHV��DQG�UHFRUGHG�E\�$HOLXV�$ULVWLGHV��De 
quatt�������WKDW�©QR�RQH�ZDV�RI�DQ\�YDOXHª�LQ�KLV�RSLQLRQ��$V�VXFK�RYHU-
FRQ¿GHQFH�FDQQRW�EXW�FRQWULEXWH� WR�$OFLELDGHV¶�VWDOHPDWH� LQ�D�FRQGL-
WLRQ�RI�LJQRUDQFH��ZH�PD\�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�H[WHUQDO�JRRGV�±�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�
ZKHWKHU�WKH\�DSSHDU�JRRG�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW�±�GR�QRW�HQKDQFH�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�22

7KH�QRWLRQ�RI�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�KDV�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH��DW�OHDVW��WZRIROG�VR�IDU��
LW�FDQ�UHIHU�HLWKHU�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�VHOI�NQRZOHGJH��DQG�WR�XQDZDUHQHVV�RI�
RQH¶V�RZQ�OLPLWV��RU�WR�LJQRUDQFH�DERXW�NH\�PRUDO�QRWLRQV��%XW�D�WKLUG��

22 8QOLNH�6RFUDWHV¶� DUJXPHQW� LQ� WKH�Euthydemus� �HVS�����E����E��� WKHUH� LV�QR� UHI-
HUHQFH�KHUH�WR�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�VXFK�JRRGV�FDQ�EH�EHQH¿FLDO�ZKHQ�XVHG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�
ZLWK�ZLVGRP��ZKLFK�PLUURUV�WKH�WKHVLV�WKDW�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�ZHDOWK\�DQG�SRZHUIXO�
FDQ�VX൵HU�LI�KH�RU�VKH�LV�LJQRUDQW��VHH�.ORVNR�����������������)RU�D�IXOOHU�DFFRXQW�VHH�
the protreptic sections of the Euthydemus�����H����G�����F����H��DQG�RI�WKH�Meno 
���G���F���ZKHUH�6RFUDWHV�H[DPLQHV�VXFK�VXSSRVHG�³JRRGV´��KHDOWK��ZHDOWK��SK\VLFDO�
EHDXW\��RU�³YLUWXHV´��FRXUDJH��SUXGHQFH���ZLWK�VSHFLDO�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�XQGHU�
ZKLFK�WKH\�SURYH�EHQH¿FLDO��RU�QRW��Euthd. 280a-281e; Men����H��
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more general meaning may be pointed out, one that can indirectly shed 
OLJKW�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��WR�ZKLFK�ZH�
VKDOO�QRZ�WXUQ�WR�

&LFHUR¶V�DQG�$XJXVWLQH¶V�DFFRXQWV�RQ�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades� VKRZ�
WKDW��EHIRUH�6RFUDWHV¶�HOHQFWLF�TXHVWLRQLQJ��$OFLELDGHV�ZDV�DOVR�PLVWDNHQ�
DV� WR�ZKDW�KLV�KDSSLQHVV�FRQVLVWHG�LQ��:LWK�UHJDUG�WR�6RFUDWHV¶�HXGDL-
PRQLVP�LQ�3ODWR��LW�KDV�EHHQ�QRWHG�>5HVKRWNR����������@�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�
PD\� EH�ZURQJ� DERXW�ZKHWKHU� RU� QRW� İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ� LV�ZKDW� KH� RU� VKH� LV�
FXUUHQWO\�H[SHULHQFLQJ�23�EHFDXVH�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�D�SDUWLFXODU�DFWLRQ�RU��H[-
WHUQDO��JRRG�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�KDSSLQHVV�RU�LV�FRQVWLWXWLYH�RI�KDSSLQHVV�LV�QR�
JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�LW�DFWXDOO\�ZLOO�RU�LV��7KLV�IXUWKHU�LPSOLHV�WKDW�LW�PD\�WDNH�
DQ�³H[WHUQDO�H[SHUW´�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HYDOXDWH�D�SHUVRQ¶V�KDSSLQHVV�>LYL�����@�

7KH�FDVH�RI�$HVFKLQHV¶�$OFLELDGHV�FDQ�EH�UHJDUGHG�DV�D�FRQFUHWH�H[-
DPSOH�RI�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�PLJKW�EH�PLVWDNHQ�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�
RU�QRW�KH�RU�VKH�LV�İįĮȓȝȦȞ��FI��3O��Ap. 36d-e, and Grg�����H���,QGHHG��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$XJXVWLQH¶V�WHVWLPRQ\�$OFLELDGHV�FRQVLGHUHG�KLPVHOI�KDS-
S\�ZKHQ��LQ�IDFW��KH�ZDV�QRW��,Q�WKLV�IXUWKHU�VHQVH��WKHUHIRUH��$OFLELDGHV�
LV�ਕȝĮșȒȢ��6RFUDWHV��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LV�DEOH�WR�recognise happiness 
in others because he knows ZKDW�FDQ�DQG�ZKDW�FDQQRW�FRQWULEXWH�WR�LWV�
attainment.

7KH�ODWWHU�SRLQW�PDUNV�D�SDUWLDO�GL൵HUHQFH�ZLWK�$OFLELDGHV¶�SRUWUD\-
al in Alcibiades I.24�6RFUDWHV¶�ZRUGV�LQ����H�VXJJHVW�WKDW��GHVSLWH�$OFLEL-
DGHV¶�SULGH�LQ�KLV�RZQ�EHDXW\��ZHDOWK�DQG�QREOH�ELUWK��KH�ZDV�QRW�KDSS\�
ZLWK�KLV�FRQGLWLRQ��©IRU�LI�,�VDZ�\RX��$OFLELDGHV��FRQWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�WKLQJV�
,�VHW�IRUWK�MXVW�QRZ��DQG�PLQGHG�WR�SDVV�\RXU�OLIH�LQ�HQMR\LQJ�WKHP��,�
VKRXOG� ORQJ�DJR�KDYH�SXW�DZD\�P\�ORYH�>«@ª��7KLV�GRHV�QRW�DPRXQW��
KRZHYHU��WR�WKH�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�UHTXLUHG�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�WKH�QDWXUH�
RI�WUXH�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�

1RZ��LQ�WKH�SDVVDJHV�H[DPLQHG�DERYH�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�LV�GHDOW�
ZLWK�LQ�PRUH�GHWDLO� WKDQ�WKDW�RI�NQRZOHGJH��ZKRVH�³SRVLWLYH´�UROH�ZH�
FDQ� UHFRQVWUXFW� PRUH� LQGLUHFWO\�� 8VHIXO� HOHPHQWV� LQ� WKLV� UHJDUG� DUH�
provided by Aelius Aristides in De quatt�����������ZKLFK�UHSRUWV� WKH�
speech on Themistocles that, according to Aeschines, Socrates made in 

23 %RERQLFK������������H[WHQGV�WKLV�LGHD�WR�DOO�*UHHN�SKLORVRSKHUV�
24 ,�RZH�WKLV�SRLQW�WR�/LQGD�1DSROLWDQR�9DOGLWDUD��ZKR�GUHZ�P\�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�UHOH-
vant passage from Alcibiades I.

�6ඈർඋൺඍංർ�(ਕਁਉਏਉਁ
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WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�$OFLELDGHV��6RFUDWHV¶�ZRUGV�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�SDV-
VDJH��©VLQFH�\RX�KDYH�GDUHG�WR�DWWDFN�WKH�OLIH�RI�7KHPLVWRFOHV��FRQVLGHU�
WKH�VRUW�RI�PDQ�ZKRP�\RX�WKRXJKW�WKDW�\RX�PXVW�FHQVXUHª��VXJJHVW�WKDW�
Alcibiades had gone so far as to reproach the great politician. At the end 
RI�D�ORQJ�SUDLVH�RI�7KHPLVWRFOHV¶�VWUDWHJLF�VNLOOV�DQG�RXWVWDQGLQJ�YDORXU�
±�DLPHG�DW�WXUQLQJ�$OFLELDGHV¶�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�SROLWLFLDQ¶V�YDORXU�RQ�WKH�
EDWWOH¿HOG�DQG� WR�KLV�PHULWV� LQ� WKH�H\HV�RI� WKH�$WKHQLDQV�±� WKH�PRUDO�
H[KRUWDWLRQ�LPSOLHG�LQ�WKH�VSHHFK�EHFRPHV�FOHDU�

7KHQ�FRQVLGHU��$OFLELDGHV��WKDW�HYHQ�IRU�VXFK�D�PDQ�NQRZOHGJH��
DOWKRXJK�VR�JUHDW��ਲ�ਥʌȚıĲȝȘ�ĲȠıĮĲȘ�ȠıĮ���ZDV�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�
DYRLG�H[SXOVLRQ�RU�GLVIUDQFKLVHPHQW�E\�KLV�FLW\��EXW�ZDV�LQVX൶-
FLHQW��:KDW�WKHQ�GR�\RX�WKLQN�LW�ZRXOG�EH�IRU�EDG�PHQ�ZKR�WDNH�
QR�FDUH�RI�WKHPVHOYHV��ਥȞ�ȝȘįİȝȚઽ�ਥʌȚȝİȜİ�ਦĮȣĲȞ�ȠıȚȞ�"�,W�LV�
QRW�UHPDUNDEOH�LI�WKH\�FDQ�HYHQ�EH�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�VPDOO�PDWWHUV"�
�De quatt. �����WUDQVO��&�$��%HKU�������

A couple of crucial concepts emerges from the passage, namely 
ਥʌȚıĲȝȘ� DQG� ਥʌȚȝȜİȚĮ� ਦĮȣĲȠ૨�� 7KH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� ©WDNLQJ� FDUH� RI�
RQHVHOIª�LV�FOHDUO\�GHDOW�ZLWK�E\�6RFUDWHV�LQ�Alcibiades ,��KH�DVNV�$O-
FLELDGHV�Ĳȓ�ਥıĲȚȞ�Ĳઁ�ਦĮȣĲȠ૨�ਥʌȚȝİȜİıșĮȚ�LQ����H���ZKHUH�±�DV�ZH�KDYH�
VHHQ�±�LW�VKRZV�D�FORVH�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�LVVXH�RI��VHOI��NQRZOHGJH��7HOO-
LQJO\��6RFUDWLF�TXHVWLRQLQJ�OHDGV�WR�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�©LI�ZH�KDYH�WKDW�
NQRZOHGJH��ZH� DUH� OLNHO\� WR� NQRZ�ZKDW� SDLQV� WR� WDNH� RYHU� RXUVHOYHV�
�ȖȞȩȞĲİȢ�ȝȞ�ĮĲઁ�ĲȐȤૃ�ਗȞ�ȖȞȠȝİȞ�ĲȞ�ਥʌȚȝȑȜİȚĮȞ�ਲȝȞ�ĮĲȞ���EXW�LI�
ZH�KDYH�LW�QRW��ZH�QHYHU�FDQª�����D��

(TXDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�LV�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�WR�ਥʌȚıĲȝȘ��ZKLFK�LQ�WKH�FRQ-
WH[W�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�SUDLVH�RI�7KHPLVWRFOHV�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�DOVR�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�
NQRZOHGJH�LV�D�FUXFLDO�IDFWRU�WR�DYRLG�D�PLVHUDEOH�HQG��+RZHYHU��DV�LQ�
WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�YLFWRU�RI�6DODPLV��LW�FRXOG�SURYH�LQVX൶FLHQW�DV�D�PHDQV�
WR�DWWDLQ�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��$OWKRXJK�ZH�KDYH�QR�HYLGHQFH�RI�DQ\�DUJXPHQWV�
UHJDUGLQJ� WKH� VX൶FLHQF\�RI�NQRZOHGJH� IRU�KDSSLQHVV�� DQG�ZH�FDQQRW�
WKHUHIRUH�GUDZ�GH¿QLWLYH�FRQFOXVLRQV� LQ� WKLV� UHJDUG��6RFUDWHV¶� VSHHFK�
VHHPV�WR�LPSO\�WKDW�ZKLOH�DQ\RQH�ZKR�ZLVKHV�WR�EH�KDSS\�VKRXOG�SXU-
VXH�NQRZOHGJH��WKLV�GRHV�QRW�JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�KH�RU�VKH�ZLOO�LQGHHG�UHDFK�
WKH�VWDWXV�RI�İįĮȓȝȦȞ�

5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�YLUWXH��RQH�RI�
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WKH�PRVW�ZLGHO\�GHEDWHG�WRSLFV�LQ�VWXGLHV�RQ�3ODWR¶V�6RFUDWHV�25 it may 
EH�QRWHG�WKDW�LQ�ERWK�GLDORJXHV�ਕȡİĲ�VHHPV�WR�EH�IHDWXUHG�DV�D�IRUP�RI�
NQRZOHGJH��,Q�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades the acquisition of virtue requires 
ȝȐșȘıȚȢ�DQG�ਥʌȚȝȜİȚĮ�ਦĮȣĲȠ૨��FI��;HQ��Mem��,9���������7KLV�LV�ZKDW�
WKH�7KHPLVWRFOHV�H[DPSOH�ZLWKLQ�6RFUDWHV¶�SURWUHSWLF�VSHHFK�XOWLPDWHO\�
DLPV�WR�KLJKOLJKW��$�IXUWKHU�WHVWLPRQ\�IURP�$HOLXV�$ULVWLGHV¶�De quat-
tuor ����������±�WR�ZKLFK�ZH�VKDOO�UHWXUQ�LQ�WKH�QH[W�VHFWLRQ�±�UHSRUWV�
WKDW� 6RFUDWHV� KDG�$OFLELDGHV� HQJDJH�ZLWK�7KHPLVWRFOHV¶� ʌĮȡĮıțİȣ��
7KLV�SDVVDJH�FDQ�EH�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�7KHPLVWRFOHV¶�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�LP-
SRUWDQFH�RI�ıʌȠȣįĮȚȩĲȘȢ�ਥȞ�ਕȡİĲૌ��De quatt��������6RFUDWHV¶�PRUDO�H[-
KRUWDWLRQV�WKHUHIRUH�FRQYH\�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�ਕȡİĲ�LV�QRW�D�QDWXUDO�JLIW��EXW�
UHTXLUHV� WUDLQLQJ� DQG� D� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� DFTXLUH� NQRZOHGJH� RI� IXQGD-
mental moral notions.

Similarly, in Alcibiades I Socrates advises Alcibiades to resort to 
ȝȐșȘıȚȢ�DQG�ਙıțȘıȚȢ�ĲોȢ�ਕȡİĲોȢ�DV�D�PHDQV� WR�FRXQWHU� WKH�QHJDWLYH�
H൵HFWV�RI�SRSXODU�DSSURYDO� ����D�൵��� FI��;HQ��Mem�� ,�������������)XU-
WKHUPRUH��WKH�¿UVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�GLDORJXH�LV�HQWLUHO\�GHYRWHG�WR�VKRZLQJ�
WKDW�$OFLELDGHV¶�QDWXUDO�GLVSRVLWLRQV�DUH�LQVX൶FLHQW�ZKHQ�QRW�FRPELQHG�
ZLWK� ਥʌȚȝȜİȚĮ�� ਙıțȘıȚȢ� DQG� ıȠĳȓĮ�� 7KH� ODVW� RI� WKHVH�� LQ� SDUWLFXODU��
LV�GH¿QHG�DV�ਲ�ȥȣȤોȢ�ਕȡİĲ�LQ����E����ZKLFK�UHYHDOV�WKH�FUXFLDO�UROH�
SOD\HG�E\�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�WKH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�YLUWXH��IRU�RQO\�HGXFDWLRQ�FDQ�
PDNH� JLIWHG� \RXQJ�PHQ� DFKLHYH� NQRZOHGJH� DERXW�PRUDO� YDOXHV� DQG��
WKURXJK�LW��ਕȡİĲ�

3. The care for others

$�IXUWKHU�LVVXH�UHPDLQV�WR�EH�DGGUHVVHG��DJDLQVW�WKH�EDFNGURS�RI�WKHVH�
GLVFXVVLRQV�DERXW�YLUWXH��NQRZOHGJH��İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��DQG�WKHLU�LQWHUFRQQHF-
WLRQ��ZKDW�LV�WKH�UROH�DVFULEHG�WR�WKH�FDUH�IRU�RWKHUV�LQ�WKH�WZR�GLDORJXHV"

/HW�XV�VWDUW�E\�FODULI\LQJ� WKDW�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades does not di-

25 7KH� OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�6RFUDWHV¶� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�YLUWXH�ZLWK�NQRZOHGJH� LV� HQRUPRXV�
and beyond the scope of this study. For some relevant accounts see Ferber 1991; 
:HLVV�������*RXOG�������1HKDPDV�������$�UHFHQW�FRQWULEXWLRQ�RQ�WKH�WRSLF�FDQ�EH�
IRXQG�LQ�%ULFNKRXVH�	�6PLWK�������ZKR�IRFXV�RQ�©PRWLYDWLRQDO�LQWHOOHFWXDOLVPª��DV�
GLVWLQFW�IURP�©YLUWXH�LQWHOOHFWXDOLVPª��
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UHFWO\�RSSRVH�WKH�VHDUFK�IRU�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�RWKHUV�DV�WZR�
competing motivations in the same individual. The issues surrounding 
WKH� SXUVXLW� RI� KDSSLQHVV� DUH� H[HPSODULO\� DSSOLHG� WR�$OFLELDGHV¶� FDVH��
ZKHUHDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�exemplum of the care for others in the dialogue is 
WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�6RFUDWHV¶�SDLGHXWLF�DFWLYLW\�

1RQHWKHOHVV��LW�VHHPV�SRVVLEOH�WR�DSSO\�WR�$HVFKLQHV¶�6RFUDWHV�ZKDW�
KDV� EHHQ� VDLG� DERXW� 3ODWR¶V� 6RFUDWHV�� QDPHO\� WKDW� LQ� KLV� YLHZ� ©KRZ�
ZH�WUHDW�RWKHUV�LV�SDUW�RI� WKH�VFLHQFH�RI�KXPDQ�KDSSLQHVVª�>5HVKRWNR�
���������@��PHDQLQJ� WKDW�FRUUHFW�YLHZV�DERXW�KRZ�WR� WUHDW�RWKHUV�DQG�
DERXW�KRZ� WR�DWWDLQ�KDSSLQHVV�GR�QRW� UHSUHVHQW� WZR�VHSDUDWH�VSKHUHV��
,QGHHG��6RFUDWHV¶�H[KRUWDWLRQV�WR�SXUVXH�ZKDW�OHDGV�WR�WUXH�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�
DUH�IUDPHG��LQ�WKHVH�WZR�GLDORJXHV�WRR��LQ�©WKH�VRUWV�RI�FRPSOH[�ORYLQJ�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKDW�6RFUDWHV�LV�VKRZQ�WR�KDYH�KDG�ZLWK�VRPH�RI�KLV�DVVR-
ciates» [ivi, 180].

<HW�� ZKLOH� WKLV� LV� QRW� DOZD\V� H[SOLFLW� LQ� 3ODWR¶V� GLDORJXHV�� LQ�
$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades�6RFUDWHV¶�DELOLW\�WR�LPSURYH�RWKHUV�±�DQG�SDUWLFX-
ODUO\�$OFLELDGHV�±�LV�GLUHFWO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�ȡȦȢ��,Q�D�IUDJPHQW�UHSRUW-
HG�E\�$HOLXV�$ULVWLGHV��De rhet��,���� �SSR�9,�$���� ����3����6RFUDWHV�
GHQLHV�WKDW�KH�SRVVHVVHV�DQ\�ĲȤȞȘ�WR�EHQH¿W�RWKHU�SHRSOH��DQG�H[SOLFLWO\�
VWDWHV�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�LPSURYH�WKH�\RXQJ�PDQ�įȚ�Ĳઁ�ਥȡ઼Ȟ��©WKURXJK�ORYHª�
�FI��3OXW��Vit. Alc��,9�����,Q�Alcibiades I too the nature of the relation-
VKLS�EHWZHHQ�6RFUDWHV�DQG�$OFLELDGHV�LV�TXLWH�FOHDU�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
RI�WKH�GLDORJXH��ZKHUH�6RFUDWHV�H[SODLQV�WR�$OFLELDGHV�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�
KH�KDV�VRXJKW�KLP�����D�E��� ,QGHHG��6RFUDWHV� LPPHGLDWHO\� LQWURGXFHV�
KLPVHOI�DV�$OFLELDGHV¶�ਥȡĮıĲȒȢ�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�KLV�VSHHFK�DQG��LQ�
D�SDVVDJH�TXRWHG�DERYH�����H���KH�PHQWLRQV�KLV�ORYH�IRU�WKH�\RXQJ�PDQ�
DJDLQ��ʌȐȜĮȚ�ਗȞ�ਕʌȘȜȜȐȖȝȘȞ�ĲȠ૨�ȡȦĲȠȢ��26

0RUHRYHU��ERWK�ZRUNV�JLYH�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�H൵HFW�RI�6RFUDWLF�H[-
KRUWDWLRQ�RQ�$OFLELDGHV� DQG�RI�KLV� FDUH� IRU� WKH�\RXQJ�PDQ¶V�ZHOIDUH��
$V� UHJDUGV� $HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades, this aspect is evidenced not only 
by the passages from Cicero and Augustine, but also by the testimony 
in De quattuor�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH������ �SSR�9,�$���� ����3����ZKHUH�
Aelius Aristides depicts a scene that reappears in several other sources: 
6RFUDWHV�OHDGV�$OFLELDGHV�©WR�ZHHS�ZLWK�KLV�KHDG�RQ�KLV�NQHHV��KDYLQJ�

26 6HH�DOVR����H��©6R�P\�ORYH���ਥȝઁȢ�ȡȦȢ��ZLOO�EH�MXVW�OLNH�D�VWRUN��IRU�DIWHU�KDWFKLQJ�
D�ZLQJHG�ORYH�LQ�\RX�LW�LV�WR�EH�FKHULVKHG�LQ�UHWXUQ�E\�LWV�QHVWOLQJª�
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become disheartened because he had not even nearly prepared himself 
OLNH�7KHPLVWRFOHVª�27�$IWHU� UHDOLVLQJ�KRZ� IDU�KH�ZDV� IURP�7KHPLVWR-
FOHV¶�ʌĮȡĮıțİȣ��WKH�QHHG�IRU�ZKLFK�KH�KDG�TXHVWLRQHG�LQ�Alcibiades I, 
���E���$OFLELDGHV�KDV�D�UHDFWLRQ�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�WKDW�UHSRUWHG�E\�3OXWDUFK�
�Quomodo adul. ����S����H�I���©LQ�VXFK�PDQQHU�6RFUDWHV�WULHG�WR�NHHS�
$OFLELDGHV�LQ�FKHFN��DQG�GUHZ�DQ�KRQHVW�WHDU�IURP�KLV�H\HV�E\�H[SRVLQJ�
KLV�IDXOWV��įțȡȣȠȞ�ਥȟોȖİȞ�ਕȜȘșȚȞઁȞ�ਥȟİȜİȖȤȠȝȞȠȣ���DQG�VR�WXUQHG�KLV�
KHDUWª��WUDQVO��)�&��%DEELWW�������

'HVSLWH�VRPH�PLQRU�GL൵HUHQFHV��DOO�VRXUFHV�GHVFULEH�WKH�H൵HFW�RI�
6RFUDWLF�ȜİȖȤȠȢ�LQ�PXFK�WKH�VDPH�WHUPV��¿UVW��aporìa and frustration 
RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�$OFLELDGHV��ZKR�WKHQ�JLYHV�LQ�WR�6RFUDWHV�DQG��LI�ZH�UHO\�
on Cicero, begs him to teach him virtue.

$�VLPLODU�GLVSOD\�RI�VHOI�DZDUHQHVV�E\�$OFLELDGHV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�
the last section of Alcibiades ,��$IWHU�KDYLQJ�OHG�$OFLELDGHV�WR�DFNQRZO-
HGJH� WKDW�KLV�RZQ�FRQGLWLRQ� LV�ZRUWK\�RI�D� VODYH��6RFUDWHV�EULQJV�KLV�
UHIXWDWLRQV�WR�DQ�HQG�DQG�GLUHFWO\�DVNV��©$QG�GR�\RX�QRZ�SHUFHLYH�KRZ�
\RX�VWDQG"�$UH�\RX�RQ�WKH�VLGH�RI�WKH�IUHH��RU�QRW"ª�����F���$OFLELDGHV¶�
UHSO\��©,�WKLQN�,�SHUFHLYH�RQO\�WRR�FOHDUO\ª��GLVSOD\V�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�6R-
FUDWLF�ȜİȖȤȠȢ�� LQ� WKH�¿QDO�H[FKDQJHV�RI� WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��$OFLELDGHV�
EHFRPHV�DZDUH�RI�KLV� FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�GHFODUHV� WKDW�� IURP� WKLV�PRPHQW�
RQZDUGV��KH�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�IROORZ�6RFUDWHV�����G��DQG�WR�EHJLQ�©WR�WDNH�
SDLQV�RYHU�MXVWLFHª�����H��

1RZ��LI�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�FDUH�IRU�RWKHUV�DV�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�WKURXJK�
ZKLFK�WKH�³WHDFKHU �́�DV�D�JXLGH��KHOSHG�WKH�GLVFLSOH�WR�LPSURYH�KLPVHOI��
E\�VKDSLQJ�KLV�FKDUDFWHU�LQ�YLHZ�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�>&DUGXOOR��������@��ERWK�
$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades and Alcibiades I can be seen to provide a vivid 
DQG�LQVWUXFWLYH�H[DPSOH�RI�LWV�DSSOLFDWLRQ�

4. Concluding remarks

7KH�FRPSDUDWLYH� UHDGLQJ�RI� WKH� WZR�Alkibiadesdialoge has brought a 
series of common traits to light. In both dialogues Alcibiades is reticent 
ZKHQ�IDFHG�ZLWK�6RFUDWHV¶�H[KRUWDWLRQ�WR�DFTXLUH�YLUWXH�DQG�GHQLHV�WKH�

27 2Q�6RFUDWHV¶�XVH�RI�VKDPH�DV�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�RI�PRUDO�SHUVXDVLRQ�VHH�0F.LP�������
:RRGUX൵�������0RVV�������VHH�DOVR�5RVVHWWL�������������RQ�Mem. IV 2.
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QHHG�IRU�ਥʌȚȝȜİȚĮ�ਦĮȣĲȠ૨��SURXG�RI�KLV�QREOH�ELUWK��LQ�$HVFKLQHV���DQG�
RI�KLV�ZHDOWK�DQG�QDWXUDO�WDOHQW��LQ�Alcibiades ,���,Q�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibi-
ades��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��$OFLELDGHV¶�¿UP�EHOLHI�WKDW�KH�LV�İįĮȓȝȦȞ��LQ�VR�IDU�
DV�KH�LV�HQGRZHG�ZLWK�H[WHUQDO�JRRGV��LV�WDNHQ�DV�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�RI�
6RFUDWHV¶�ȜİȖȤȠȢ�

$JDLQVW�$OFLELDGHV¶�RYHUFRQ¿GHQFH��6RFUDWHV�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�ਕȡİĲ�
LV�WKH�NH\�UHTXLUHPHQW�IRU�WUXH�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG�HQFRXUDJHV�$OFLELDGHV�
WR� DFTXLUH� LW�� VWUHVVLQJ� WKH�QHHG� IRU� DQ� HYHUODVWLQJ� ਥʌȚȝȜİȚĮ� ਦĮȣĲȠ૨��
7KURXJK�D� ORQJ�FKDLQ�RI� VWULQJHQW�ȜİȖȤȠȚ�� UHSRUWHG� LQ�GHWDLO�RQO\� LQ�
Alcibiades ,��KH�OHDGV�$OFLELDGHV�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�KLV�RZQ�XQVXLWDELOLW\�
ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�KLV�DPELWLRXV�SROLWLFDO�JRDO��7KH�UHVXOWLQJ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�
WKLV�FRQGLWLRQ�VWLUV�FRQIXVLRQ�LQ�WKH�\RXQJ�PDQ¶V�VRXO�DQG�XQGHUPLQHV�
KLV�SULGH��)LQDOO\�RSHQ�WR�PRUDO�H[KRUWDWLRQ��$OFLELDGHV�EHJV�6RFUDWHV�
WR�WHDFK�KLP�ਕȡİĲ�DQG�WR�IUHH�KLP�IURP�ĮੁıȤȡȩĲȘȢ��LQ�$HVFKLQHV���KH�
LV�QRZ�ZLOOLQJ�WR�IROORZ�6RFUDWHV�DQG�WR�WDNH�SDLQV�RYHU�MXVWLFH��LQ�Al-
cibiades ,��

Returning to the four questions raised in the introduction, the fol-
ORZLQJ�SRLQWV�FDQ�EH�PDGH�E\�ZD\�RI�FRQFOXVLRQ�

a��,Q�ERWK�GLDORJXHV�ਕȡİĲ�WXUQV�RXW�WR�EH�GHFLVLYH�IRU�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��
ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�LGHQWLFDO�WR�LW��:KLOH�ZH�KDYH�JRRG�UHDVRQV�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�
YLUWXH�DQG�KDSSLQHVV�DUH�WZR�QRQ�LGHQWLFDO�JRRGV28��LQ�VR�IDU�DV�RQH�LV�
DVVXPHG�DV�WKH�SUHFRQGLWLRQ�IRU�WKH�RWKHU���ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�JR�VR�IDU�DV�WR�
WDNH�D�FOHDU�FXW�VWDQFH�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�LQ�WHUPV�RI�QHFHV-
VLW\�DQG�RU�VX൶FLHQF\�>VHH�%RERQLFK��������������@��1RW�RQO\�GRHV�WKH�
IUDJPHQWDU\�VWDWH�RI�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades�QRW�DOORZ�XV�WR�UHFRQVWUXFW�
WKH� ORJLFDO� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� ਕȡİĲ� DQG� İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�� EXW� WKLV�ZDV�
SUREDEO\�QRW�WKH�SRLQW�RI�6RFUDWHV¶�WUHDWPHQW�RI�KDSSLQHVV��0RVW�OLNHO\��
6RFUDWHV�ZDV�QRW�SULPDULO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�GHWHFWLQJ�WKH�ORJLFDO�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�FRQFHSWV�RI�YLUWXH�DQG�KDSSLQHVV�>5HVKRWNR�������
162];29�UDWKHU��KH�DLPHG�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�UROH�RI�YLUWXH��DQG�NQRZOHGJH��LQ�
WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�IXO¿O�KLV�ZLGHU�SHGDJRJLFDO�JRDOV�

/LNHZLVH��WKH�TXHVWLRQV�RI�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�LV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�

28 &I��3O��Euthd. 278e-281e.
29 $V�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH��5HVKRWNR���������������������SURSRVHV�D�nomological approach 
WR�6RFUDWLF�HXGDLPRQLVP��E\�DUJXLQJ�LQ�IDYRXU�RI�D�ODZ�OLNH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
SXUVXLW�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�KDSSLQHVV�
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goal of human activity30� DQG� RI�ZKHWKHU� RU� QRW� LWV� IXOO� DWWDLQPHQW� LV�
beyond human reach31�FDQQRW�EH�DQVZHUHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�HYLGHQFH�
SURYLGHG�LQ�WKHVH�WZR�GLDORJXHV�32

b��%RWK�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades and Alcibiades I lay great emphasis 
RQ�WKH�REVWDFOHV�LPSHGLQJ�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�±�WKH�PDLQ�RI�
ZKLFK�LV�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�±�DQG�RQ�WKH�PHDQV�WR�RYHUFRPH�WKHP��,Q�ERWK�DFFRXQWV�
the chief means to contrast ignorance, and thus unhappiness, is found in 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�LQ�WKH�FDUH�RI�WKH�VHOI��7KH�ODWWHU��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��UHTXLUHV�D�
IRUP�RI�VHOI�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�±�OLNH�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�JHQHUDO�±�FRQVWLWXWHV�D�
requisite for happiness.33�,QGHHG��HYHQ�WKRXJK�$HOLXV�$ULVWLGHV¶�WHVWLPR-
Q\�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�NQRZOHGJH�PD\�EH�LQVX൶FLHQW�WR�DWWDLQ�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�34 
WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�NQRZOHGJH��SDLUHG�ZLWK�WKH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�YLUWXH�� WXUQV�
out to be the only controllable factor that can enhance the pursuit of 
İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ� >5HVKRWNR���������@��1RQ�PRUDO�JRRGV�VXFK�DV�ZHDOWK�RU�
SRZHU��RQ�WKH�FRQWUDU\��ZRXOG�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�DWWDLQPHQW�
of happiness.

c��7KH�FODLP�WKDW�ਕȡİĲ�FRQVLVWV�LQ�D�IRUP�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�WKDW�
YLUWXH�LV�D�NH\�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�KDSSLQHVV�LPSOLHV�WKDW�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�UHTXLUHV�
NQRZOHGJH� WR� EH� DFTXLUHG�� 6RFUDWHV¶� SURWUHSWLF� VSHHFKHV� DQG� KLV� DG-
PRQLWLRQV�DERXW� WUXH�KDSSLQHVV�VXJJHVW� WKDW�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DOVR�UHTXLUHV�
NQRZOHGJH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�recognised. This recalls an observation made 
DERXW�3ODWR¶V�6RFUDWHV�>5HVKRWNR������������FI��*HUVRQ��������@��QDPHO\�
WKDW�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�ZKHWKHU�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�LQGLYLGXDO�LV�KDSS\�PD\�EH�EHW-
WHU�DQVZHUHG�E\�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�DQ�H[SHUW�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�KDSSLQHVV�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�E\�WKH�SHUVRQ�KLPVHOI��GL൵HUHQWO\�SXW��DV�IDU�DV�6RFUDWHV�LV�
concerned, the conviction of being happy does not constitute any evi-

30 6HH�%RERQLFK�������DQG�5HVKRWNR�����������������������������
31 7KH� LVVXH� LV�GHDOW�ZLWK� LQ�5HVKRWNR�����������DFFRUGLQJ� WR�ZKLFK�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ� LV�
LQDFFHVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�VDPH�UHDVRQV�DV�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�YLUWXH�DUH��KXPDQ�FRQVWULFWLRQV�
of space and time.
32 6R�GRHV�WKH�LVVXH�RI�LWV�³REMHFWLYH´�QDWXUH�DV�D�JRDO��RQ�ZKLFK�VHH�5HVKRWNR�������
����������2Q� WKH� DVVXPSWLRQ� WKDW� KDSSLQHVV� LV� REMHFWLYH�� VHH�Ly. 207d-209c; Men. 
88a-c; Euthd. 279d-280a.
33 )RU�SDUDOOHOV�LQ�3ODWR�VHH�Euthd. 279e-280a; 280b-282e; Chrm. 173e-174a; Hp. mi. 
376b.
34 %\�FRQWUDVW��ıȠĳȓĮ�DQG�ıȦĳȡȠıȪȞȘ�DUH�VDLG�WR�EH�LQIDOOLEOH�LQ�Euthd. 280a, and in 
Chrm. 171d-172a, respectively.
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GHQFH�IRU�KDSSLQHVV��7KH�FDVH�RI�$HVFKLQHV¶�Alcibiades�FOHDUO\�VKRZV�
that the fact that someone believes he is happy does not imply an actual 
eudaimonic state.

d�� 3ODWR¶V� 6RFUDWHV� D൶UPV� RQ� VHYHUDO� RFFDVLRQV� WKDW� RQH� FDQQRW�
EHQH¿W�KLPVHOI�E\�KDUPLQJ�RWKHUV��Cri. 48a-d; R. I 335b-c; cf. Ap. 25c; 
Grg�����F����E���1RWKLQJ�RI�WKH�VRUW�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�$HVFKLQHV¶�ZRUN�
�QRU� LQ� Alcibiades ,��� DOWKRXJK� WKH� SRUWUD\DO� RI� $OFLELDGHV� SURYLGHG�
E\�WKH�WZR�GLDORJXHV�LV�QRW� LQFRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�WKH�K\SRWKHVLV� WKDW� WKH�
\RXQJ�PDQ�FRXOG�KDYH�PLVOHDG�KLPVHOI�LQWR�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�WKLQJV�DFFRP-
SOLVKHG�E\�KDUPLQJ�RWKHUV�±�VXFK�DV�WKH�DWWDLQPHQW�RI�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�
DQG�ZHDOWK�±�FRQVWLWXWH�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ��+RZHYHU��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�VHDUFK�
IRU� KDSSLQHVV� DQG� WKH� FDUH� IRU� RWKHUV� DUH� QRW� SUHVHQWHG� DV� WZR� FRP-
SHWLQJ�PRWLYDWLRQV�EHKLQG�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�EHKDYLRXU��WKH\�SURYH�WR�EH�
ERXQG�XS�ZLWKLQ�6RFUDWHV¶�WHDFKLQJ�DFWLYLW\��,QGHHG��LQ�ERWK�ZRUNV�WKH\�
DUH�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWKLQ� WKH�SDLGHXWLF�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�6RFUDWHV�DQG�
$OFLELDGHV��ZKRVH� HGXFDWLRQ� �DQG�ZHOIDUH�� LV� SXUVXHG� ±� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
$HVFKLQHV�±�įȚ�Ĳઁ�ਥȡ઼Ȟ�

)URP�D�ZLGHU�SHUVSHFWLYH�� WKH�FDUH� IRU�RWKHUV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG��
in Socratic terms, as dedication to the moral improvement of others. In 
WKLV�VHQVH��6RFUDWHV¶�³PLVVLRQ´�FRQVLVWHG�LQ�WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�KLV�GLVFLSOHV¶�
VRXOV��DQG�LQ�WHDFKLQJ�WKHP�KRZ�WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�WKHPVHOYHV�
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Abstract
7KH�SDSHU�IRFXVHV�RQ�WZR�Alkibiadesdialoge��QDPHO\�$HVFKLQHV�RI�6SKHWWXV¶�Alci-
biades and the Alcibiades ,��ZLWK�VSHFLDO�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG�LWV�
SUHFRQGLWLRQV��7KRXJK� WKHLU� FRPSDUDWLYH� DQDO\VLV� ,� DLP� DW� LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�6RFUDWHV¶�
conception of happiness and some basic surrounding issues: a�� WKH� UROH� RI� ਕȡİĲ�
LQ� WKH�DWWDLQPHQW�RI�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG� LWV� UHODWLRQVKLS� WR�KDSSLQHVV�DV�D�JRDO��b�� WKH�
IXQGDPHQWDO�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�DQG�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�XQ-
GHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ਕȝĮșȓĮ�DV�DQ�REVWDFOH�WR�KDSSLQHVV��c��WKH�SUREOHP�RI�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�
DQ�³H[SHUW´�LV�QHHGHG�WR�HYDOXDWH�RQH¶V�KDSSLQHVV��d��WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�FDUH�IRU�RWKHUV�LQ�
UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�VHDUFK�IRU�İįĮȚȝȠȞȓĮ�
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